True Armyworm Management and Recognition
The true armyworm (armyworm) can be a serious pest of pastures, hayfields and
seed production fields reducing both forage availability, hay yields and seed
production. Damage can appear almost overnight and infestations can be easily
overlooked when the caterpillars are small and eating very little. Armyworms are a
greater problem during spring, after which time, natural controls usually keep the
population below threshold level. Armyworms often feed at night and remain
hidden in ground litter by day.
Host plant preference – Armyworms feed on a variety of forage crops but
fescue, oats, rye, etc. are the major forage concerns. This is because these
forages are actively growing in the spring when armyworms are active.
Scouting - Arkansas producers are encouraged to diligently scout their pastures
and hayfields for armyworms. Examine at least 10 one sq. ft. samples at random
across the field. Female armyworm moths prefer to lay eggs in areas of abundant
growth, be sure to include a few of these areas in your 10 samples.
Control – Chemical control is usually needed when 3 or more worms per square
foot are found. Read label instructions and follow harvesting and grazing
restrictions. Below is list of insecticides used to control armyworms.
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