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Crop Update

Estimating Harvest Losses

“For the good old American life: For the
money, for the glory, and for the fun… mostly for
the money.” – Bandit. This will be the final
weekly update for the season. Additional updates
will be posted throughout the fall and spring as
needed.
Monday’s crop progress report had the state
at only 33% harvested for rice. Surprise rains in
the southern half of the state on Tuesday, and
surprise again for the entire state on Wednesday,
slowed things again this week. However, the past
two days have seen every able combine rolling.
With a favorable forecast for the weekend we
should surpass 50% harvested by Monday.
The forecast for next week is middling. By
that, I mean that temperatures are good, but it
looks partly cloudy with occasional rain chances.
I wouldn’t call that optimal. Next weekend looks
like a cold front shows up to take us to the upper
70s and low 80s for highs
Despite the harvest difficulties that recent
conditions have caused, yield reports remain very
strong. Other than the occasional problem field
showing up, there have been very few complaints
so far. In a year where conditions couldn’t have
been more different than 2017, we could end up
seeing a state average yield close to it – but
there’s still half the rice left to harvest out there.

At this time of year we always get questions
on harvest loss estimates. See Table 1 for easy
calculation of harvest losses in the field based on
kernel counts on the ground behind the combine.

USDA Crop Production Report
On Wednesday, the September Crop
Production report was released. The results of
that report for rice are below in Table 2. The
current projections put U.S. total rice production
at more than 91 million additional bushels
produced compared to 2017. Of that, 53 million
of the increase comes from Arkansas alone on
318,000 additional acres.
Also included are details on Arkansas rice
acreage (Table 3) and acreage breakdown of all
major Arkansas row crops (Table 4).
Table 2. Rice Area Harvested, Yield, and
Production (USDA-FSA, September 2018).
Acres
Harvested
1,422,000
496,000
434,000
139,000
219,000
192,000
2,902,000

Yield
(bu/A)
166.7
193.3
155.6
162.2
155.6
160.0
168.1

Production
(bushels)
237,000,000
95,893,333
67,511,111
22,548,888
34,066,666
30,720,000
487,729,466
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State
Arkansas
California
Louisiana
Mississippi
Missouri
Texas
U.S.
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Fig. 1. Rice fields are finally getting busy.

Table 1. Converting field loss counts into
bushels per acre.
Number of Rice
Kernels Uniformly
Average Field Loss
Spread Over One
(bu/A)
Square Foot
25
1.3
50
2.5
100
5.1
200
10.2
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Table 3. USDA-FSA Certified Rice Acreage,
Arkansas, September 2018.

3,016

Prevent
Plant
30,936

Planted
+ Failed
1,246,050

179,043

8,102

12,242

187,145

1,422,077

11,118

43,178

1,433,195

Crop

Planted

Failed

Longgrain
Mediumgrain
TOTAL

1,243,034

Table 4. USDA-FSA Certified Acreage,
Arkansas, September 2018.
Crop
Acreage
Corn
651,317
Cotton
476,107
Rice
1,422,077
Sorghum
10,787
Soybean
3,253,215
TOTAL
5,813,503

Additional Information
Arkansas Rice Updates are published periodically
to provide timely information and recommendations
for rice production in Arkansas. If you would like to
be added to this email list, please send your request to
rice@uaex.edu.
This information will also be posted to the
Arkansas Row Crops blog (http://www.arkansascrops.com/) where additional information from
Extension specialists can be found.
More information on rice production, including
access to all publications and reports, can be found at
http://www.uaex.edu/rice.
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Enroll Fields in the DD50 Program
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Check out http://DD50.uaex.edu for the
overhauled DD50 Rice Management Program.
We have tried to make this version extremely user
friendly, but in doing so it is a little different than
the old version. If you run into any issue, please
call or text me directly at 501-772-1714 or send
emails to riceadvisor@uaex.edu. It also works
great on mobile phones and tablets.
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