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AConcern Over Laboroatory

The Food Safety and Inspection Service (part of the USDA) and the Food and Drug Admin-
istration today announced a formal agreement to jointly oversee the production of human
food products derived from the cells of livestock and poultry. This shared regulatory ap-
proach will ensure that cell-cultured products derived from the cell lines of livestock and
poultry are produced safely and are accurately labeled.

The FSIS and FDA released a formal agreement to address the regulatory oversight of hu-
man food produced using this new technology. The formal agreement describes the over-
sight roles and responsibilities for both agencies and how the agencies will collaborate to
regulate the development and entry of these products into commerce.

fiConsumers trust the USDA mark of inspection to ensure safe, wholesome and accurately
labeled products,0 said USDA Deputy Under Secretary for Food Safety Mindy Brashears.
fiWe look forward to continued collaboration with FDA and our stakeholders to safely regu-
late these new products and ensure parity in labeling.0

fiWe recognize that our stakeholders want clarity on how we will move forward with a regu-
latory regime to ensure the safety and proper labeling of these cell-cultured human food
products while continuing to encourage innovation,0 said Frank Yiannas, FDA Deputy
Commissioner for Food Policy and Response.

United States Cattlemen®& Association President Kenny Graner said, iWe are encouraged by
USDA and FDA preemptively formalizing a joint regulatory framework prior to the com-
mercialization of these products. Further, we@e pleased with language in the formal agree-
ment that will allow USDA FSIS pre-market labeling authority.0

Although pleased USCA had some drawbacks. fiHowever, we@l like to reiterate our position
that the term Gneatd and more specifically teefb refers to products derived exclusively
from the flesh of a bovine animal harvested in the traditional manner. Under the formal
agreement, it appears that USDA FSIS will issue the USDA meat inspection stamp to be
used on these products.0

Graner continued, NUSCA is strongly opposed to the utilization of any of the three purple-
inked USDA meat inspection stamps for cell-cultured product. A new stamp should be cre-
ated for cell-cultured products that is inspected by USDA and by state inspection agencies,
using a different format and color ink on the stamp. Neither the Federal or State meat in-
spection stamps should appear on the cell-cultured protein products, retail packaging or
wholesale containers.0

To view the Formal Agreement, visit the FSIS website. Under the formal agreement, the
agencies agree upon a joint regulatory framework wherein FDA oversees cell collection,
cell banks, and cell growth and differentiation. A transition from FDA to FSIS oversight
will occur during the cell harvest stage. FSIS will oversee the production and labeling of
human food products derived from the cells of livestock and poultry.
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https://www.agdaily.com/news/update-fake-meat-regulations-usda-fda/
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Keep Those Heife
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ByGl enn Sel k, Okl ahoma State University

As we get closer to April and the breeding season for replacement heifers that are destined
for a spring calving herd, proper nutritional management is more important than ever. Some
producers may have removed the heifers from wheat pasture at the appearance of first hol-
low stem. Others may figraze outO the wheat pasture and move the heifers to a dormant na-
tive or Bermuda pasture near working facilities for artificial insemination. In some cases
this winter the heifers have been fed supplement and hay.

The heifers will be turned in with the bulls or put on a synchronization program to be bred in
April. In many cases this means that the heifers must be moved from one location to anoth-
er that is closer to working facilities. The trick, of course, is to not let those heifers go on a
steep downslide in body condition as we approach the breeding season. Research has shown
that if heifers (near the time of reaching puberty) undergo a severe reduction in dietary in-
take of protein and especially energy, breeding success may be disappointing.

Oklahoma State University researchers have studied the impact of short term energy re-
striction on ovulation rates of cycling replacement heifers. This trial is reported in the 2001
OSU Animal Science Research Report (White, et al.) The effects of acutely restricting nu-
trition on ovulation and metabolic hormones were evaluated in Angus x Hereford heifers.
All of the heifers were housed in individual pens in a barn and fed a diet supplying 120% of
their maintenance requirements for protein and energy (1.2 M) for 10 days to allow time to
adjust to the environment and diet. All of the heifers were determined to be cycling at the
conclusion of this adjustment period. Then the heifers were split into two groups. Half of
the heifers were then fed a diet supplying either 40% of their maintenance requirements (.4
M). The other half of the heifers were continued on the original diet that supplied 120% (1.2
M) of the maintenance requirements. All heifers were injected with prostaglandin so they
should ovulate on about day 14 of the trial. Seventy percent (7 of 10) of .4 M heifers did not
ovulate as a response to the injection, whereas, all of the 1.2 M heifers had normal ovula-
tion.

In this study, restricting nutrient intake for 14 days prevented ovulation in a large percentage
of beef heifers without altering visible body condition. Heifers should be managed to avoid
short-term nutrient restriction to maintain normal estrous cycles.
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Although it& fofficiallyo spring according to the calendar, it may be a bit too early for me to
extend my congratulations to you for making it through what many of us would call a rough
winter. We@re close, but I certainly don@ want to jinx it. Depending on where you@re locat-
ed, winter is still hanging around and with winter weather comes the not-so-joyous task of
fibreaking the ice,0 literally. If you@re a herdsman or livestock producer, it& very likely that
youbve had to spend a decent portion of your early mornings breaking ice in buckets, stock
tanks, waterers, and the like. Sometimes, despite our greatest efforts, those things just arenG
able to stand up to the (sometimes below) freezing temperatures.

Breaking ice is a great way to get your blood flowing in order to accomplish the tasks of the
day ahead, no doubt. And, if you&re like me, sometimes you get an extra workout in when
you have to walk (or waddle, depending on just how many layers of clothing youGe wear-
ing) to the watering source and then attempt to crush what may seem like an iceberg. If you
have an older model cattle waterer that could use more insulation and better protection from
the elements, you know exactly what I mean. It can be frustrating, tedious, and a lot of work.
But rest assured, the time and work we put in to provide water for our livestock is not for
naught.

The truth is, whether the ambient outdoor temperature is below freezing during winter or
scorching hot in summer, we must acknowledge and remember that water is necessary for
livestock production. More importantly, it& necessary for life. This may seem like common
sense to you, and I hope it does, because it suggests that you recognize its importance. With-
out water we have no livestock production. Without water we have no life. It& as simple and
complex as that. After all, water is mandatory for the maintenance and regulation of body
temperature (throw it back to BIO101 and think fihomeostasisO )It& an immensely im-
portant factor in growth, development, and lactation. And it& imperative for digestive pro-
cesses, reproduction, excretion, and metabolizing forages and feedstuffs, among many other
biological processes.

Water is critical to so many different processes in the body that it even essential to eye-
sight. Let that sink in. It& something we probably
tend to not think about, but it true. I won& delve
into the multifaceted specifics of all of the biologi-
cal processes that require water because they are
many and 1@l be writing a novel. However, we are
responsible, nevertheless, for supplying water to
our livestock that is sufficient and clean to set the
stage for increased performance, which, in turn,
results in increased production.



https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcseprd1357651.pdf
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Arkansas Timber Price Report
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The Arkansas Timber Price Report is a quarterly report of timber stumpage prices in Arkansas. Survey data for this report
are provided by Timber Mart-South. The price summary is provided to illustrate current, statewide market trends in timber
product values for standing timber. These values may not reflect the stumpage values for a particular tract of timber.
Timber prices may vary greatly depending on many factors induding: location in the state, spedes, products, access,
distance to mills, and site conditions. To obtain a report visit www.uaex.edu and go to the Environment and Nature tab, or
wowafrouamontedy. You can also contact your local county Extension agent. If you have questions about the report,
please contact: Dr. Kyle Cunningham at 501-671-2145 or keunningham @uaex.edu.

4" Quarter 2018 Stumpaﬁe Prices (5/ton, statewide averaﬁe:l

Product Price Change
Pine Sawtimber $23.00 43%
Oak Sawtimber 5$53.00 2%
Mixed Hardwood Sawtimber  § 37.00 27%
Pine Chip-n-Saw $14.00 1%
Pine Pulpwood 5$6.00 0%
Hardwood Pulpwood 5 12.00 0%

Time Series by Quarter Since 2016

= = Il P lpdmod == P Stk
1 e Mz e [ [aend e St iR
) —— Mlbezd |1 dwd Sawetimber
" \—\/’\_' i W_—
C
] P
i e - Pt h"‘-"‘k_‘_\___ '__,.-r‘
M g, - ) -
v 5 = gy
:,I-:r T oy o omy PN oW e = e - ey o e
1} | | | | | | i0 I | |
o ] ) b o = o
S A S & ot o A o
. L)
.-¢:?‘ I_E"‘r _9\, ".:;x ".“} nP“r -1??" f'E‘H @x ,E{» o _E;\, & n.;e;\- & é‘“’ q_.;q-. &

Trends: Stumpage prices remained steady or slightly increased for most products in the 4" quarter of 2018. Strong markets
remain in both red and white oak sawlogs, with AR running over 8 dollars per ton above the 5E average. Pine pulpwood
demand remained low, continuing to cause problems for non-certified, small-scale stands in need of thinning. Housing starts
continued an upward trend nationally up 5 percent over the previous year. Matural disasters negatively impacted timber prices
in the Southeast, but wet weather began having positive impacts on stumpage prices in Arkansas.

Tirnkaai Mars-South his mor detalled dita avallabls by sulsesiption that comalm products and neglens sl indeded in this repart. THE B compdled asd preduced al the Cemer lor Fonesl Busises,
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We Serve,

All meetings and activi-
ties announced in this
newsletter are open to all
eligible persons without
regard to race, color, na-
tional origin, religion,
gender, age, disability,
marital or veteran status,
or any other legally pro-
tected status. Persons
with disabilities who re-
quire alternative means
for communication of
program information
(large print, audiotapes,
etc.) should notify the
county Extension Office
as soon as possible prior
to the activity.



