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Winter is a good opportunity
to catch up on equipment
maintenance including
lubrication and fluid change
of tractors, packing wheel
bearings on trailering
equipment and checking tires
on trailers, field equipment,
etc., and replacing floors in
stock trailers.

During December, some days
are better spent indoors than
outdoors. Now is a time to
summarize herd records for
the year and compare to
previous year to determine the
production direction of the
herd. Valuable summaries
include changes in 2@y
adjusted weaning weights,
monthly calvinglistributions,
culling percentages, calf crop

percentages, cow age and body

condition and calving internal
changes.

December is a good month to
summarize your financial
records. Determine your cost
for mineral, supplemental
feed, vet medicine, fertilizer,
hay, weed control, etc.
Knowing your cost to
maintain a cow per year is very
important and will aid in
marketing decisions. This is
also a great time to plan next
year's budget and production
plans.

Make sure you are keeping
proper free choice mineral
and fresh water is just as

Tips for Winter Beef Management

important in the winter time
as in the summer time.

Do not use frostlamaged
Johnsongrass as pasture for
seven days after the first
killing frost. Delay pasturing
for least seven days or until
the frosted material is
completely dried out and
brown in color. The
Johnsongrass may contain
prussic acid which can cause
sudden death in cattle.

This is also the time of the
year to deworm cattle to
prevent weight loss and
inefficient use of hay and feed
supplements going into the
winter. For most locations in
Arkansas the weather this past
summer and fall were ideal for
parasites and therefore cattle
are probably carrying higher
numbers than normal.

Monitor cattle closely for signs
of respiratory disease. The
large variations in

temperatures can contribute
to decreases in respiratory
immune function which may
lead to pneumonia.

Exclude cattle from access to
oak trees whenever possible.
Acorns are falling and are
toxic to cattle causing kidney
damage and death.

Protect hay when feeding to
reduce waste. Feed hay in
rings to reduce hay waste.
Unrolling hay increases hay
waste unless it is done on a
limitfeeding basis.

Also, possible consider using
temporary electric wire fence
wire to reduce waste from
trampling and increases
utilization of the hay. Unroll
the bale, then string up an
electrified polywire down the
length of the line of haplace
the wire about 30 inches high
over the hayCattle will line

up as if eating at a feed bunk.
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Arkansas Timber Price RepadrtArkansas Forest Resources Center

The Arkansas Timber Price Report is a quarterly report of timber stumpage prices in Arkansas. Survey data for this report
are provided by Timber Mart-South. The price summary is provided to illustrate current, statewide market trends in timber
product values for standing timber. These values may not reflect the stumpage values for a particular tract of timber.
Timber prices may vary greatly depending on many factors including: location in the state, species, products, access,
distance to mills, and site conditions. To obtain a report visit www.uaex.edu and go to the Environment and Nature tab, or
www.afrc.uamont.edu. You can also contact your local county Extension agent. If you have guestions about the report,
please contact: Dr. Kyle Cunningham at 501-671-2145 or keunningham@uaex.edu.

3" Quarter 2017 Stumpage Prices ($/ton, statewide average)

Product
Pine Sawtimber
Oak Sawtimber

Pine Chip-n-Saw
Pine Pulpwood
Hardwood Pulpwood

Mixed Hardwood Sawtimber

Price
522.00
553.00
533.00
5 16.00
5 6.00
5 10.00

Change
0%
9%
0%
7%
0%
9%

Time Series by Quarter Since 2015
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Trends: Stumpage prices remained steady for most products in the 3™ quarter of 2017. Gains were experienced in both red
and white oak sawlog values. A continued decline was experienced in hardwood pulpwood stumpage values. Pine pulpwood
demand remained low. Housing starts continued their slow increase, up 3 percent from a year ago. The impact from the major
hurricanes did not appear to affect timber prices in Arkansas.

Be Prepared for Spring

There are many chores that can be doneExtension office! It would also be athinking about

in the winter to help producers prepare
for the spring and summer. One simple
chore should be to prepare all

equipment, calibrate sprayers, fertilizer
buggies and make sure equipment like

balers, etc. are in working order. If a
producer needs assistance with
calibrating any of the above, call the

good idea to check inventory of  weed control. Jusji® Eai?
vaccines, medications, fertilizers, bec aus e (
etc. As a rule of thumb, a producersee a thistle rosetj
should be one season ahead on his i g ht
management, in case unexpected mean they are
squeeze chutes, tillers, drills, hay cuttersproblems arise. Another choreto ar endét g
help producers through the winter there in spring
would be to plant winter annuals ortime!

cover crops. Last but not least, be
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Four States Cattle ConferericBecember 14th Texarkana

Even for old cowhands, each new year brings new Derrell Peel and Barry Whitworth, all from the
challenges in the cattle market.

The fifth annual Four States Cattle Conference will Ryan Walker, from the Noble Research Institute.

offer attendees the opportunity to learn about the Although preregistration for the conference is
latest advice for navigating that marketplace, from closed, those interested in attending the
advances in forage recommendations to cattle conference can registergite the morning of the

management methods and risk protection

8:50 a.m. The cost is $45 for individuals or $70

The conference, scheduled for Dec. 14 at Texas A&M for couples, and includes lunch.

University in Texarkana, will feature agronomists,

researchers AEvery vy
and market been
experts fro completely
throughout December 14, 2017 different for
the region. 8:008:50 am cattle _
P I B k Regisiration & Trade Show Opens prOduceI’S N
au eC 1 @ %ggo:nzz(oBgog?fLHng] t h I S C O u
professor foluEsss & Beck sai
tilizing Legumes in Pastures -
t_Te i | K/cnesgoLCgmher-Otorf) PE tl’y tO have a
e T L program that
Arkansas s .
By Whitworth fits the current
System e ;
nison of IR : problems
Agriculture 11:10- 12:00 pm having.
t th %;I:Ieﬁ é\gglr}kei Outlook had severe
a e
Southwest 12:00 - 1:00 pm 4 drought years,
- h Eu(r)\(():h c]n?:oTrade Show = 3 and some
edsearc P;otf;[eciir;gtsé:\rgnue in Today's \ 7/ ¢ I’e|atlve|y gOOd
Cattle Marke 7/
En i (J.J. Jones) - , yearS. Some
xtension 150230 pm years when the
Center N {modero?or—Ryon Walker) proﬂt
i 2:30 ] indi
Hope’ WI” Wrop?Jrgond Evaluation II’IdIC&tOfS were
Cha”- the (Brian Triplett)

very good, and

conference some where

for the second time (Beck also chaired the inaugural
conference in 2013. The chairmanship has rotated )
through participants fromhWe expect the cattlage

state$) Louisiana, Texas and Oklahofin the year, and it certainly
interim years). tailor this conference to help producers prepare

for this changing envi
0

they were very bad.

ACattle health represents ) . . .
producers, o Beck said. i L The conference will be held in the University

lessons put forth in these conferences can more than ~ Center Building at 7101 University Ave.,
of fset the cost of attend Texarkana. For more information, contact Amy

Simpson at 872462281, orasimpson@uaex.edu

Speakers at the dayg conference include Vanessa
CorriherOlson and Brian Triplett, both from the the meal.
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service; JJ Jones,

conference. Registration begins at 8 a.m., and the
instruments. conference will begin with a welcome from Beck at

Oklahoma State University Extension Service; and
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Weed Control by: Dirk Philipp, Associate Professofforages

Weed control is something many potentially lethal, like those that weed control. In bermudagrass, weeds
landowners do not consider accumulate nitrates or prussic acid. should ideally be sprayed in February
important, yet it is crucial for Other weeds appear to be benign or early March.

pasture productivity, forage growthunder regular grazing, but at some
and animal gains. | have heard thepoint, livestock may be forced to eat
following arguments several times:them, perhaps in hay, with disastrous
AThese weeds wi lconsequenogs.lHere are fawhrudes Ir
| i fe cycl e very learned aoverha yeavafiprg expettsh
are actually not that many weeds and colleagues on how to tackle wee L

think! | understand that every penny
counts and we are all frugal. But thi
is skimping on the wrong thing.
Eefi control can be as cheap as a
ew bucks per ac
x€use for not investing a bit of
money in a decent sprayer and

out thereé, t ho dngasimes @osouteand spragans i
be controll ed witimelfyguwalk duninjoégoun
Arguments like these are nct

costeffectiveness is not a

Everything that has been =~ Arkansas2017 -/ g
known and practiced in a ro / !
crop situation for years seer
to be completely elusive in
grassland agriculture. Mayb
itds because
multispecies ecosystems in
pastures that the occurrenct
of undesired wsovoricmcumm
strike us as unusual. " ety of by
Managing perennial forages,

such as fescue and bermudagrass
will invariably require a fair
amount of tolerance, as

weed control over the years!

Did | just mention being
consistent over time? Yes, this
probably the most important
strategy to get a handle on any
weed problem. When you start
record the day and month of
S your application, amount and
o oy Govarmments Cooporaing. product’ and Carefully observe
your success. Adjust according
pasture and notice an abundance of the weather, but apply herbicide to
weeds, i t 6s pr ob eparticular group of weeds consisten
maintaining these forages over thed00d Kill: As with any other plants, —over the years. This goes back to t
. . weeds are likely most vulnerable whe first observation that you should tre
course of the growing season is they are small and rapidly growin weeds on time
chall enging. Itocggeljnr%oﬁamoa}.?g%\h{gﬁdgg'keep_ ' _ .
an eye on winter annual weeds, point. pigweed should b€ gga parsistent and consistent with
especially in the affazing season. t rhe i.the:l " wh e r; | 10 Syegard to weed control. Apply as ed
Many farmers seem to believe sinc:IeU% ?156 '? : stte aé groiwi St‘?‘g‘f; YOl as you can over the years to
itdés not grazin go ust e a} st Oﬁns’ aVYer eedasd premmm_ently apply pressure on weé
do any harm. populations on your land. It is
worthwhile to ask your county
extension agent to visit your place {
help you identify weeds if in doubt.

spray your pastures as early as you ¢
We should be reminded that ltés rarely too ¢
undesired plants such as weeds areezing, herbicides work. Yes, weed:
fierce competitors for the scarce woné6t grow as muc
resources we actually have out  below 50 degrees, but winter annual
there. Weeds will take up fertilizer weeds grow during the winter for
and water that woviedsteasbne. avail abl
forage crops. In the worstse
scenario, weeds are poisonous to
livestock. Some weeds are

and stick to it as much as you can.
addition, track your soil fertility
ﬁ\etiéul%usly to keep forages, your
In fact, producers should take desired plants, within the optimum
advantage of those days when not  growing conditions on your pasture
much else can be done and tackle

Spraying is less expensive than you

i . regular weed control. There are
pastures in optimal conditiol for weed and brush control
/

problem. Be consistent with your

D
Develop an annual weed control pI&n

[72)

is

e

In

S

thy et

a.b(?ut
,dead

an

bles



Hot Spring County Agriculture Page

Arkansas Extension Service to provide farmers help to comply with new
produce safety rules by: Mary Hightower

The Food Safety Modernization ACtIndustry division, adding that his and prepare in advance if exemption

or FSMA, meant to strengthen departmentés act statys weretq changge Even if fsrrr‘nee{sd ua

safeguards in the U.S. food supply, move from compliance assistance Were certified or audited Good

has a new rule for_ produce growWerSyeyiews to regulatory inspections andgricultural Practices and/or Good
and the Cooperative Extension

enforcement act i 6@ndlingPfactices, they mys still pttegd

Service will be helping Arkansas  ~gntrols where possible On farms, ift Produce Safety Alliance grower training

farmers obtain needed certlflcatlon.the outdoors, there are many factorsif the farm is not exempt, Perez said.

The Cooperative Extension Servicei,at cannot be controlled. However, N Whil e the GAP/ GHP r
outreach is conducted under contragla new regulations and the training similar to the Produce Safety Alliance

from the Arkansas Agriculture that goes with the implementation ~ 9rOWer training, qualified farms must
Departmentds, Wwhg@sus 8nVe8uEaﬂn|g browers abouneet the requirements for completing a
education efforts are funded by a good agricultural practices that may oneday PSA training, o
grant from the Food and Drug help to prevent contamination includes implementing practices outlined
Administration to ensure farmers .5 mmon to most farming in the training and undergoing an
understand the new environments. Ar kansas Pl ant Board
Produce Safety Rule & ARKANSAS For example, Training locations and dates are listed

requirements. PRODUCE SAFETY  standards havepelow. You must register to be able to

B i e canp o been proposed attend one of these workshops. Pleas
» asurvey to find out how new . T R i A
for agricultural visit our website for registration:

regulations affect your farm.

Amanda Philyaw
Perez, assistant

professor for the water, farm www.uaex.edu/arkangas o d u c e
University of worker Jan. 9: SoutheastMonticello at UA
Arkansas System e amana sl hygiene or Monticell o A Jldope
Division of cleanliness,  at Southwest Research and Extensior
Agriculture, with a doctorate in compost and sanitation conditions  Center. A survey is available to help

saf e

16

public health, will spearhead the  affecting buildings, equipment, and producers and processors determine how

outreach for the Extension Service &0ls. Produce growers with annual their farms will be affected by the

its produce s af esalgsofgnpre hanaP,000 ofian Rroduce Safety Rule. Visit the website to

overall Food Modernization Safety food must comply with the rule by  complete the survey or for more

Act may represent change in the wal@n. 26, 2018. Those with sales information about the Produce Safety
producers run t hbhetween 23PHHBRCGO,009 mgst be Ruke hwaw.uaex.edu/arkangasduce
said. AThe new rcomgplantdy 2019 .Pedugers avithmsafaty, br contact Perez at

to shift from reacting to outbreaks osales between $25,0(250,000 aperez@uaex.edu

foodborne illness to preventing ~ must be compliant by 2020.

t E em. o fAMy |j %b Wihérd areffemptich Mdubify9  educational outreach is supported in p
Arkansas producers about the produce grown for personal or-on  py the Food and Drug Administration

requirements and how to obtain  fam consumption, produce not  through grant PAR6137. The views
certification and to meet the goals of 5 ,sumed raw, produce that receives x pr es sed donot n

this act, specifically the Produce  commercial process to reduce official policies of the Department of
Safety Rule,o PejgeiZphsaddls, items Héalth aridHémaf Sedvites; har does
Following the initial outreach, consumed rawo | i shémentiomotdnytihde hegnes K r

Arkansas Agriculture Department peanuts, pecans, chickpeas and swegimmercial practices, or organization

fiinspectors, al opotgtoegy Meshprogugerseéndst i oimply endorsement by the United States

personnel, will perform dfarm participate in training, but even thoseGovernment. For more information
readiness reviews for the purpose drms that meet criteria forexemptoa b out t he FDA®d® s i
assisting farmers with compliance may want to participate to learn abouwyww.fda.gov/Food/

i ssues, 0 said Scpactices, Baseopnsumarp @@cerns@uidanceRegulation/FSMA.

About the produce safety outreach Thijs
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Ways to Make Cow Herds More Profitable

Donét buy aver ag 8eweaning pen eagh yegry withlig SYPRIEmentation is not necessary. At
Spending as little as $750 more on &€0st or problems along the way. In  the cow's highest nutritional

known, better bull could net you an order to do this, you must select the requirement, it takes a frekoice diet

additional $1,475 more per bull,  right female then develop her so she (284 pounds dry matter) of either
annually. This is accomplished by  Will be successful in the environmen Pasture or hay that is at least 9.9
purchasing a bull that will excel in  You expect her to work. percent crude protein and 5.7'6
growth traits that allow the rancher Cull cows First, cull what | call the ~ Percent total digestible nutrients

to sell the maximum pounds of three O's: old, open and ornery cow (TDN) to meet a 1,2gfound cow's
weaned calves off the ranch. Then, consider additional culls as th nutritional requirements during peak
Join a cattle marketing allianca.  Situation warrants. Older cows have lactation (three months post calving).
cattle marketing alliance can add a difficult time maintaining weight I hay or forage quality is limiting but
verification program for cattle while weaning an even smaller calf. quantity is not, feed the right

producers and help them implement Carrying an open cow through the ~ SuPplemental feed at the right time ta
best management practices, improvévinter is analogous to hiring an meet the cow's requirements most

health status of their cattle by employee, paying them monthly but €conomically. .

fO”OWing established health not expecting them to show up to Utilize he'[el‘OSISHe.teI’OSIS is an often
protocols, reduce shrink by work for the next year. Ornery cows 0verlooked tool to increase the
requiring the calves to be damage equipment’ injure people al commercial cattleman's overall

larger lots through commingling.  difficult to work in the pen or take ~ Implement for most cattlemen and can
Historically, producers in an alliance Part of the herd to the trees when yc Increase weaning weights and longevity

have achieved premiums for their come into the pastur®evelop a of the cow, improve feediot

cattle above the average of other ~ short and defined breeding season. Performance and produce a more
programs. Increasing the number of earlier desirable feeder_ calf. )
Moderate cow sizéarger cows calving cows will increase theavera! f f eedi ng haay, donb
require more forage to sustain Weaning Weight in the fall. Consider feedmg 1S prObany the most expensive

themselves on a daily basis. This caif @ calf is born 30 days earlier in the form of delivering forage to the cow.
affect pasture stocking rates. A cow calving season and gains 2 pounds You are locked into this system by the
that is 200 pounds, or 17 percent, day while on the cow, the calf will ~ forage type available on your '
larger than another increases forageweigh 60 pounds more at the same OPeration, make sure you don't waste
intake by 11 percent. Thus, stockingWeaning date in the fall. That is hay by using antiquatetyle hay rings.
rate must be accounted for when  roughly a 10 to 12 percent increase A modified cone hay feeder can save

D =

D

moving from a 1,20pound to a weaning weight by simply making from 81to 15 percent more hay than
1,400pound cow. If you cannot sure more calves are born in the firs the older, typical style feeders.
increase the forage production third of the calving seasdbontrol Keep relcordsThe old saying is trlue:
according|y, you will have to feed expensadanure scoring isa you can't manage what you don't
decrease stocking rate by 11 percengreat way to monitor if a cow is measure. The mare records you keep,
fewer cows to still have enough  getting enough proper nutrition in ~ from how much feed/mineral and hay

—

forage for the number of cows in the@lmost redime. It gives the producer 'S fed to weaning weights and percen
pasture. The heavier cow should ~ an estimation of the digestibility of ~Weaned calves, the more powerful your
wean a heavier calf, but this increaséhe diet the cow has been eating for Management decisions can become.
will not be enough to offset the the past 36 to 72 hours. This methor Develop key performance indicators
reduced cow numbers. allows you to identify nutritional (KPI) to benchmark how your

Treat your cows as an emp|0yee. deficiencies before they manifest int operation compargs_ to Itself Over' time
Your cows should be expected to  lower body condition scores. If you and to others of similar size and in the

work daily for you. A productive have to feed hay, provide higiough Same area annually
cow will efficiently deliver a calf to  quality hay that additional feed

197
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Winter Drought and Fruit Crops by: Amanda McWhirt

true when we have a long and  watering may be needed, due to

It has been a dry fall, do you need to 2 . .
y y warm fall seasons. Irrigation is  the low water holding capacity

water perennials?

reduced in the fall because of this soil type. If
It has been a dry fall and some forecast® | @ nt 0 s wat er nseppldnsental watering i s s
predict a dry winter ahead. Plants do when fruit is not being required m_wmter it is best to
still need water in winter, even when ~ Produced. water at midiay and when
they are completely dormant. . temperatures are apove
However, itis clear N SCHIEL 40°F so water has time

Unfortunately there is not much
research out there on how to deal with
drought in fruit crops in winter. Most
recommendations are based on trees
and bushes in the home landscape.

that water should  JSQITMYSEENEY to soak into the ground
NOT be withheld & Nut Update before any late evening
completely as plant 3 freezes.

growth, including
root growth and stem &7,

Remember also that in

J
A general recommendations for most  €nlargement, UA= general newly planted
perennial fruit crops is to supply a good contlnyes for many . orchards or plantings
watering in late fall or early winter, just crops in the fallMaking sure (less than 1 year old) are more

your pl ant s d o nligely toexpérience drought

dormancy in a state of drought stress than established

stress will ensure they are well plantings.

equipped to deal with harsh

winter temperatures. Irrigating in winter may be

difficult depending on your

 Be aware of your soil type, on irrigation system and plans for
sandy ground supplemental winterizing it.

as dormancy occurs and before the
ground freezes. The idea is to build
good soil moisture that will carry the
plants through winter.

It is important to remember that in the
fall, irrigation should be tapered off bu
not shut off entirely. This is particularly

Donot Forget Your To Do List thi

Winter is upon us. Here are a few is an excellent way to sow clover. just takes a little longer to see results,
things to keep in mind and take care As the snow melts, the seed goes but the herbicide will work. [

of during these slow months. Cattle with it, allowing good se&dil Applications of glyphosate (Roundup
energy needs ar e contact. Need to ensure that the 6Cernenstite, etc.) in late Feb. and ear
and cold. Feed accordingly Be sure pH and fertility is right before March will work wonders on cleaning
to winterize any and all pumps, spending too up bermudagr a

take care of all that cheat,
Bl ryegrass, and winter annual
. weeds which are stealing
spring rain, nutrients, and

sprayers, etc. Anything that has the much on seed. |
potential to freeze up and break will. know it seems
As |l ong as t he g early, butthetime
winter is a great time to get out and to spray is right
get soil sampling done. Having around the corne sunlight from the Bermuda.
results in January/February makes i Thistles are easil : Not to mention, removing

a lot easier to plan versus waiting  controlled with 1 those weeds gets the

until April to take samples. Frost quart of 2,4D amine per acre if bermudagrass out of dormancy earlier
seeding of clover is a great way to sprayed in late Feb./early March. providing early grazing or hay cutting.
improve forage quality next spring. With the cold temperatures, it The herbicide won
Broadcasting clover seed onto snow bermudagrass.

o
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HOT SPRING COUNTY
EXTENSION OFFICE

UA

DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE
RESEARCH & EXTENSION
University of Arkansas System

University of Arkansas System

Division of Agriculture

1415 Smith Street

Phone: 508325267
Fax: 508324858
Email: ribearden@uaex.edu

WEGRE ON THE WEB!

HTTP:// UAEX.EDU/ COUNTIES/
HOT-SPRING

Hot Spring County Cooperative Extension Service

1415 Smith Street
Malvern, AR 72104

With winter close at hand, many things are

beginning to slow down for several produce

is now time to feed hay and begin making

Check us out
on Social
Media!

big plans for next year. | hope everyo

has a safe and happy holiday!
Hot Spring
Co Ag/4H

Thanks,

Rachel Bearden

County Extension AgentAgriculture/4H
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