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NEWS BRIEFS FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS SYSTEM DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE

A vegetable springs up in Mulberry: edamame
(Longer version as 0203Edamame Plant) 

MULBERRY, Ark. – By 2013, there might be more acres of edamame, or vegetable soybeans, in Arkansas than people in Mulberry. The popular vegetable will be grown on approximately 900 acres in 2012, with plans to double that number next year — more acres than the town’s population of 1,655.

“This company will be a great asset to our city and our state,” said Gary Baxter, Mulberry’s mayor.

The Crawford County town was christened the future “edamame capital of the United States” at a Jan. 31 press conference announcing construction of the nation’s first plant dedicated to the receiving, processing, packaging and shipping of edamame.

American Vegetable Soybean and Edamame, Inc., or AVS, a subsidiary of Houston-based JYC International, owns the 32,000-square-foot plant, which is being built at a cost of $5.8 million. It will have about 40 full-time employees by this summer and as many as 60 within three years, said Kelly Cartwright, future chief operating officer for AVS.

“We are excited to be part of the larger Arkansas community and the city of Mulberry as we work together to make this new vegetable soybean industry successful and sustainable,” said J.Y. “Gene” Chung, president of JYC.

Arkansas’ first edamame crop will include organic edamame from White County, with the rest of the acreage grown throughout the Arkansas River Valley in Faulkner through Crawford counties.

Upcoming Arkansas events

(Longer version available as 0203Ark. Events Calendar)

UNDATED – Here’s a look at upcoming events from the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture:

Feb. 6

8:00 a.m. CORNING – Rice and soybean production meeting, M.B. Ainey Community Center. Contact the Clay County Extension office for more information at 870-857-6875. 
8:00 a.m. PARAGOULD – Rice and soy bean production meeting at the Paragould Community Center. Contact the Greene County Extension Office for more information at 870-236-6921
Feb. 7

8:00 a.m. DUMAS – Desha/Drew/Lincoln county corn and cotton production meeting. Dumas Commuity Center. 

Feb. 8

10:00 a.m. MARVELL – Philips County cotton production meeting, Methodist Church. 

Feb. 9

8:00 a.m. RECTOR – Clay and Greene county cotton production meeting, Rector Community Center. 
8:15 a.m. FORREST CITY – St. Francis County rice, soybean, feed grain and weed control meeting. East Arkansas Community College, Fine Arts Center, Black Box Room. 

Feb. 10

MARIANNA – Lee County rice and soybean production meeting, Lon Mann Research Center. 
Feb. 15
9:30 a.m. MORRILTON – 2012 River Valley Beef Cattle Conference. 101 Livestock Auction. Registration is $20 at the door. Contact your county agent for information.
Feb. 20

6:00 p.m. FORT SMITH – Beginning beekeeping short course. Classes will meet at the Janet Huckabee River Valley Nature Center in Fort Smith. For more information, or to register, contact the Sebastian County extension office at 479-484-9669.
Feb. 21

8:00 a.m. BEEBE – Third annual Mid-South Commercial Vegetable Growers Expo at Arkansas State University-Beebe. For more information, contact the White County extension office at 501-268-5394 or Sherri Sanders, ssanders@uaex.edu.
UA poultry specialist Barton among 2012 class of Ag Hall of Fame inductees

(With art. Longer version available as 0203AgHallofFame-Barton)

LITTLE ROCK – Lionel Barton, longtime poultry specialist and professor emeritus with the University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture, is among this year’s inductees to the Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame.
Barton, a Magnolia native, joined the University of Arkansas faculty as a poultry man with the Cooperative Extension Service in 1967 and retired in March 1995, and is president of the Poultry Science Alumni organization. In 1987, he was awarded the Pfizer Poultry Science Extension Award for distinguished service to the poultry industry. Barton dedicated his career to strengthening the poultry industry in Arkansas, and was instrumental in the development of the university’s Poultry Center for Excellence.
Other members of the 2012 inductee class include: 

· Abraham Carpenter Sr. of Grady in Lincoln County, founder and owner of Carpenter produce, a 1,500-acre, family-run enterprise that has supplied quality produce to the state and nation for more than 40 years.

· The late Jon S. Fitch, a former state senator and director of the Arkansas Livestock and Poultry Commission. Among other accomplishments, Fitch was instrumental in the eradication of the cattle disease brucellosis in Arkansas.
· The late Stanley E. Reed, former chair of the University of Arkansas Board of Trustees and president of the Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation. Reed was a cotton and soybean farmer from Lee County who spent his life advocating for and furthering the cause of agriculture in Arkansas.
· Howarth Erwin Taylor of Hickory Ridge in Cross County, president of Hickory Ridge Rice Farms, Taylor Seed Co. and Hickory Ridge Farm Supply Co. Taylor has been a leader in the rice industry for more than 60 years.
Plant of the Week: Romand Cape Hyacinth

(Lachenalia aloides ‘Romand’)
(With art. Longer version available as 0203CapeHyacinth)
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark. – During midwinter, especially when the weather is close, chill and dull, it is sometimes difficult to maintain the cheer possessed by most gardeners. But then I stumble out to my little cold greenhouse and find plants starting to bloom and am instantly reawakened to the hopeful spirit that lives in every gardener. Today, I happened upon the cheery yellow blossoms of Romand Cape Hyacinth (Lachenalia aloides ‘Romand’) and was again renewed.
Romand Cape Hyacinth is a tender bulbous plant from South Africa that belongs to the newly created hyacinth family. Lachenalia is a diverse genus of about 110 species of bulbous plants found in the southwestern part of South Africa in areas with a mild Mediterranean climate – namely, cool and moist winters and blistering hot and dry summers. The various species are winter-blooming in the Southern Hemisphere, producing flowers from April through September in their native homeland. When grown in the Northern Hemisphere, the Lachenalia are winter bloomers with flowering from December until April. For me, Romand has bloomed consistently during the past three winters in mid-January. But by regulating forcing techniques, bloom time can be adjusted.

This clone produces 50 cent-sized fleshy white bulbs that produce a pair of fleshy, inch-wide and six inch-long leaves that, in well-nourished plants forced in a cool climate, are marked with large brown spots. The leaves appear before the plant flowers and disappear when temperatures begin to climb in the greenhouse. The plant has been dormant for me by late May.
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