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can be difficult to navi-
gate, and agricultural
law has complexities dl its own.
The University of Arkansasis
equipped to tackle those chal-
lenges, thanks to its National
Agricultural Law Center.

The Center was established
in 1987 as a collaboration
between the University of
Arkansas School of Law and
the University of Arkansas
Division of Agriculture. The
Center’s mission is to serve as
the nation’s leading source of
agricultural and food law
research and information.

“The partnership between the
law school and the Division of
Agriculture has created a center
with unique capabilities,” said
Dr. Milo Shult, vice president
for agriculture. “Having this
kind of legal and policy
expertise also offers many
opportunities for our clientele.”

The Center regularly fields
hundreds of queries each year,
not only from attorneys and
farmers, but also from othersin
the nation’s agricultural com-
munity. For example, the Center
recently fielded questions about
grain indemnity from the
Nebraska Legislature and a
reguest from a United Nations
group for information about
legislation dealing with Cuba.

“We are anational lega
resource for agricultural and
food law research and informa-
tion,” said Director Harrison
Pittman. “We also provide
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outreach, speakers for conferences
and offer referrals.

“We don't give legal advice,”
he said. The best way to think
of usis as being like extension.
We offer pros and cons and
discuss itemsin terms of trade-
offs. We can provide options to
help the constituent make the
decisions and otherwise navi-
gate the complex legal and reg-
ulatory framework that defines
agricultural law.”

Pittman said he would like
Extension professionals to make
use of the Center’s resources
and wants to know more about
the legal issues agents and
others are hearing about in
the field.

“Extension agentsin
Arkansas should feel free to
contact us or refer others to us
anytime,” he said. He added
that a survey of Division activi-
tiesis on the drawing board to
get afull picture of the ag law
issues facing Arkansans and
the nation.

As part of its extension
efforts, the Center has an attor-
ney, Shannon Mirus, who is
specifically responsible for
handling extension activities.
She can be reached at
479-575-2364 or by email at
smirus@uark.edu. The Center
also will be migrating much of
its work into the eXtension.org
Community of Practice for
Agricultural Law.

Learn more about the Center
at <http://www.national aglaw
center.org/>.
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We hope you'll take afew
moments to become familiar
with the Center and see how it
might help your clientele.

— Tony Windham

4-H Month Features
Youth Science Day,
Giant Pumpkins,
Robot Competition

October is 4-H month in
Arkansas and will be marked by
participation in a national experi-
ment in biofuels, giant pumpkins,
a robot-building competition and
agubernatorial proclamation.

“October is always abig
month for 4-H in Arkansas,”
said Brad Davis, executive
director of the Arkansas 4-H
Foundation. “It's state fair time,
which often means competitions
that represent culmination of
asummer of hard work for
our 4-H’ers.”

“We're very pleased that
Gov. Mike Beebe will be mark-
ing this specia time by proclaim-
ing it 4-H Month in Arkansas,”
Davis said.

Among the county and state
activities happening during
4-H Month:
< Month of October — Logan

County 4-H members begin

apromotional campaign by

reading public service
announcements and media
interviews.

<> Date TBA — Poinsett County

4-H conducts color experi-

ments: “Tie-Dye With

Sharpies!”
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