Producing and Selling
Larger Fish

What does it mean?






The market continues to change...

....production must follow



“consistent . -
supply.ei




Penalty Structure

e After Ju

. no penalty up to 10% (by wt)
« over10% = $0,-..15/pound penalty



Catfish Product Forms

, Strips, Steaks

Shank Fillets
Whole Dressed Fish




Live Weight to Fillet
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Pounds of Fish Processed
NASS, USDA

700000 -

600000 -

500000 -

400000

Ofor fillet and other
O for whole fish

(7))
o
S 510818
o

- ST 335804

200000 -

100000

26% of Total 15% of Total

1992 2000



Live Weight to Fillet




% of Total Wt under 1.0 Ib
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% undersize

Small Fish Processed
Major Catfish Processor
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Size Range for Fillet Machines
(Baader 184)

1 2 3 4
Weight of Fish (pounds)




With the right mix, a four line plant
can efficiently handle 100-120
head/min.

From 11/28/00 through 1/16/01
Min: 62 head/min
Max: 100 head/min
Avg: 83 head/min
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Size Profile of a Good Load
(Load 1 on November 28)
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Size Profile (% by number) of First Three Loads
Fish Supplied by One Farm on November 28
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Size Profile (% by number) of Eight Loads Processed
Fish Supplied by Five Farms on Dec. 29
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Production, Harvesting
& Grading Imphcatlons
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Catfish Grading Chart

Mesh Holds

1 3/8" 1/2 1b

11/2" 3/4 1b

1 5/8" 11b

1 3/4" 11/2 b

17/8" 13/4 |Ib
2" 2 b



Fish Grading Factors

Time

Mesh Size Fish Behavior
Temp, WQ, Health



Channel Catfish
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Size Distribution of Harvested Fish
Pond TCII-82, 4/5/00, (14,900 Ibs)
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# of Fish

14

Size Distribution of Harvested Fish
Pond TCIlI-82, 4/5/00, (3,450 Ibs)
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Catfish Growth Simulation
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Catfish Growth Simulation

7"
— 6"
PR 5"

a— 6"
5"

35

¢00</8/6

¢002/8/L

¢002/8/9

¢00Z2/8/¢

¢00c/8/1

100C/8/L 1L

100Z/8/6

100¢/8/1

100Z/8/S

100Z/8/€

100Z/8/1



In Arkansas...

Problem not seasonal

Prior to July 12, 6% under 1.0 |Ib
Since July 12, 12% under 1.25 Ib
Very limited market for small fish

Producers need to supply what
consumers demand






Good Seining Technique

Best for catching fish: Seine = 1.5 X Pond Width
Repair nets properly

Dump mud line carefully




Land Fish Quickly

* Use large tunnels
e Mark tops of sock frames

e Mark bottom corners of
seine tunnels

e Make sure ropes and
frames are 1n good repair

 New Zipper Technology?



Place Aerators Properly

Pull, don’t Push water through net!




New Research to be Funded

by
Catfish Promotion Board



Grading Foodfish with In-Pond Grader




Foodfish Grading Trials

Summary of four ponds, 3/22-26/03

Before Sent to Returned to
Grading Plant Pond
LBS 51,767 24,825 26,941
HEAD 43,237 11,463 31,774
AVGWT [1.20 2.17 0.85
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