


Usually associated with 
trees in large places. 

Type of Mammal: Insectivore (related to 
shrews) 

Rodent (related to mice) 

Teeth: All sharp for tearing into 
flesh 

2 large incisors and flat 
teeth to grind plant material.

Trapping: Responds to tunnel 
blockage 

Responds to tunnel 
opening 

Visible ears: No Yes 
Big eyes: No Yes 
Damage most evident: Fall through Spring All year 
Hibernates: No No 
Number to expect in city 
sized lot (if any): 

1-2 1 

Number to expect per 
landscaped acre: 

1-8  (In our area, areas 1 
acre or larger are not 
usually well-enough 
maintained to possess 
enough soil biomass to 
harbor much of a mole 
population.  They’re usually 
found in smaller sites here.)

3-4 

 
 
Damage from various soil-dwelling animals 
 

 
Gopher Mounds 




	Identifying Mole and Gopher Damage
	Dustin Blakey
	County Extension Agent – Agriculture
	Moles and pocket gophers are both soil-dwelling mammals that
	In order to have any measure of success with controlling eit
	Note: This information summarizes what to look for in Sebast
	Eastern Mole      Plains Pocket Gopher
	Eastern Mole
	Pocket Gopher
	Food source:
	Mainly worms and grubs.  Always animal material.
	Roots, plant material.
	Surface tunnels:
	Yes.  Usually meandering.
	Rarely (if soil is thin) when present, tend to be straighter
	Mounds:
	Small “volcanoes”. Mounds rare in Sebastian County.  Most of
	Irregular, often kidney bean shaped.  Has plug.
	Where found:
	Level yards, usually well maintained and irrigated.
	Large yards, pastures, rolling terrain or flat.  Usually ass
	Type of Mammal:
	Insectivore (related to shrews)
	Rodent (related to mice)
	Teeth:
	All sharp for tearing into flesh
	2 large incisors and flat teeth to grind plant material.
	Trapping:
	Responds to tunnel blockage
	Responds to tunnel opening
	Visible ears:
	No
	Yes
	Big eyes:
	No
	Yes
	Damage most evident:
	Fall through Spring
	All year
	Hibernates:
	No
	No
	Number to expect in city sized lot (if any):
	1-2
	1
	Number to expect per landscaped acre:
	1-8  (In our area, areas 1 acre or larger are not usually we
	3-4
	Damage from various soil-dwelling animals
	Gopher Mounds
	Mole Tunnels
	Chipmunk Burrow       Crayfish Chimney
	If you have any questions about identifying the cause of dam
	University of Arkansas, United Statess Division of Agricultu
	The Arkansas Cooperative Extension Service offers its progra
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