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Economically viable 

small -scale 

aquaculture 

businesses have 

existed for centuries 

across the world.



ÅFailure rate of small -scale 

businesses higher than that of 

large -scale businesses.

ÅPartially explained by economies 

of scale.



Cost of production of catfish farming 

by farm size
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ÅFailure to account for costs of all 

resources used in production and 

marketing is another contributing 

factor.

ÅPublished budgets

frequently ignore a 

variety of costs 

associated with 

profitable 

production.



Some budgets donõt include costs of pond 

construction (annual depreciation).

Where will $$$ come from for rebuilding?



Pond Renovation Costs

ÅAverage: $575/acre

ÅRange: $350 -$1,000/acre

ÅTrackhoe rental:   $190/acre



ÅAssume a water body with free water.

ÅNeglect costs

& delays of  

permits.

ÅOften neglect costs of  cages, pumps,  

aerators, boardwalks.

Budgets for Cages



Must include costs of buffer floats, 

supply barges, feed system



Cost frequently ignored if  farmer 

already has a tractor.

Yet tractor is needed for fish crop &

cannot be used for other crops when

used for fish.

Equipment already owned by farmer



Does the farm have enough equipment

to handle emergencies?


